BEACON HILL STRIDERS
NEWS: Summary

Year: 2009
September 2009
The start of the Autumn season has been marked by a number of outstanding performances by our group members. At the Derby Midweek Races Ben Dijkstra recorded an "unofficial" UK age best record for a 10 year old over an accurately measured mile with a time of 5 minutes & 29 seconds. Only a few seconds back Alfie Thompson equalled the previous mark with a 5 minutes & 34 seconds clocking. Elsewhere on the road four of our group members took part in the Midland Young Athletes Road Relays. Representing their club (Leicester Coritanians AC) Andy Halliwell (14-22), William Rawlinson (14-29), Phillip Maddocks (14-42), & Robbie Moulding (15-00) all recorded highly satisfactory debut performances over the Sutton Park course. Not to be outdone by our younger members, 17 year old Simon Jones (representing his club Charnwood AC) recorded a highly respectable 88 minutes & 02 seconds in his half marathon debut at Nottingham. Further successes were recorded in the opening Leicestershire Secondary Schools' X-Country League fixture with William (3rd.), Phillip (4th), Robbie (12th), & James Tambini (18th) recording top 20 finishes in the Junior Boys' race. Other top 20 performances were recorded by Stephen Maddocks (Senior Boys:10th), Joey Higham (Year 7 Boys:12th), & Josh Phillips (Year 7 Boys:14th). Rounding off a series of excellent performances by our group members during September, Ben & Alfie dominated the 200 strong field in the Crossdale 2K Trail Race with a one-two finish. In the same race Christine Thomas (18th overall) was the third girl to finish, and Ben's sister Alika (25th overall) was the 2nd Primary School girl to finish.
October 2009

Group members produced further excellent performances throughout October. At the opening fixture of the Leicestershire Primary Schools' X-Country League six members of our training group feature in the top 12 finishers in the Year 6 Boys race, including race winner and runner up, Ben Dijkstra and Alfie Thompson. In the Year 6 Girls race 3 members of our training group featured in the top 12 finishers, with Elizabeth Mulvaney claiming a fine 3rd. place finish. Not to be outdone, eight of our athletes recorded top 20 performances @ the second fixture of the Leicestershire Secondary Schools' X-Country League, with 4 of these featuring in the top 10. Our top ten athletes were William Rawlinson (Junior Boys: 3rd); Phillip Maddocks (Junior Boys: 4th); Stephen Maddocks (Senior Boys: 7th); & Joe Tambini (Inter Boys: 9th). In the Area round of the English Schools' X-Country Cup four members of our training group (Joshua Phillips: Y7&8: 9th; Andrew Halliwell Y9&10: 3rd; William R. Y9&10: 4th; & Timothy Mulvaney: Y9&10: 12th) all helped their school (Loughborough Grammar) to qualify for the Regional Round in November. A number of our athletes have also featured in National competitions for their club, Leicester Coritanians. At the National Young Athletes Road Relays in Birmingham, Robbie Moulding (14-46) moved through 5 places on the final lap to secure a top 10 finish in the U13 Boys' race. At Under-15 level, Andrew H. (14-22) and Phillip M. (14-38) also made valuable contributions. At the English National X-C Relay Championships in Mansfield, Andrew (2K: 6-59), Phillip (7-16), William (7-31), & Robbie (7-34) made valuable contributions to excellent performances by Leicester Coritanians' A & B teams in the Under-15 & Under-13 Boys' races, whilst Stephen M. with a 10-21 3K anchored a fine performances by a young Leicester team in the Junior Men's race. Last but not least, in the monthly Derby Midweek races ten year-old Ben Dijkstra improved his "unofficial" UK Age Best record for the mile by a further 2 seconds with a clocking of 5 minutes & 27 seconds. Demonstrating the strength in depth of our ten year-olds, Alfie Thompson (5-33) & Ben Tansley (5-57) also bettered the 6 minute mark. 

November 2009

With the cancellation of the Primary Schools' League Race 2 on November 7th, some of our younger athletes took advantage by dominating the first 'Link 77' X-Country fixture of the season: Ben Dijkstra, Alfie Thompson, & Edward Thomas finished 1-2-3 in the boys' race; whilst in the girls' race Charlotte Heaps won with Hannah Burton (4th) & Alika Dijkstra (5th) also prominent. In the third fixture of the Secondary Schools' X-C League held at Market Harborough on Saturday, November 7th, six of our athletes achieved top 20 performances, as follows: Year 7 Boys race: Joshua Phillips (13th); Junior Boys race: William Rawlinson (2nd), Phillip Maddocks (3rd.), & Robbie Moulding (10th); Inter Boys' race: Joe Tambini (12th); & Senior Boys race: Stephen Maddocks (7th). Two weeks later at Lutterworth five group members recorded top 10 finishes. In the Junior Boys race William (3rd) & Phillip (4th) maintained their positions in the top five overall and were supported by Timothy Mulvaney making a breakthrough performance in 9th place. In the older age group races Joe (Inter Boys) came 9th, whilst Stephen (Senior Boys) came 6th. In the Regional Round of the English Schools’ X-Country Cup Andrew Halliwell - with a fine 4th place finish - led his school (Loughborough Grammar School: LGS) to team victory in the Intermediate Boys' category on Saturday, November 14th. Supported by fellow group members William (9th) & Timothy (21st) the LGS team qualified for the National Finals @ Newquay, Cornwall in December. 

December 2009

Further notable performances were recorded by group members in December. At the English Schools X-C Cup Final  at Newquay, Cornwall on Saturday, December 5th, William Rawlinson, Timothy Mulvaney, & Andrew Halliwell represented Loughborough Grammar and helped lead them to a fine 23rd. place finish in the Intermediate Boys' category. Nearer home, at the final fixture of the Leicestershire Secondary Schools' X-C League held at Melton Country Park five group members finished inside the first fifteen in the Junior Boys race with Phillip Maddocks (2nd.), William Rawlinson (3rd), Timothy Mulvaney (10th), Robbie Moulding (14th), & James Tambini (15th). Other top 20 performances were recorded by Stephen Maddocks (Senior Boys: 6th), Joe Tambini (Inter Boys: 10th), & Joshua Phillips (Year 7 Boys: 19th). Finally, seven intrepid group members overcame unfavourable elements (sleet/ice/snow) to record excellent performances in the One Mile race at the Derby Midweek Training Races on Wednesday, December 23rd. In a 28 strong field, Stephen Maddocks (5-21) was first U20 in 3rd place overall, Phillip Maddocks (5-46) was first U16 in 4th place overall, & Joe Tambini (5-49) completed three in the top 5 with a 5th place finish. Excellent runs were also had by James Tambini (10th: 6-05); Fraser McHale (13th: 6-14); Timothy Mulvaney (15th: 6-24); & Christopher Mulvaney (16th: 6-32). 
